In addition to protecting the rights of British and European citizens, the policing of piracy was a specifically designated duty of the Navy during Pax. Anti-piracy duties, to repeat, were closely intertwined with measures to eradicate slavery and the slave trade. This largely thankless task took the Navy to all seas, for the anti-piracy war was conducted against the likes of Barbary pirates, offending coastal tribes of British Columbia and Brazilian privateers in the Río de la Plata. It was also pressed against pirates in the Malay straits, the China seas and the Pacific islands. In some of these places, piracy could be suppressed. In others, such as the China seas in the 1860s, as one historian concluded unerringly, it "persisted undiminished and unintimidated".
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Here our attention is specifically drawn to the Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf and the waters of East Africa, where the heroic work of the Navy in suppression duties is not as well known as it deserves to be.
2 Hunting pirates was one of those duties of the Pax that brought few promotions and little attention at the Board of Admiralty, in Parliament or in the press. It was a workaday affair, largely undramatic in its greatest effect, for it was not a fight against a foreign enemy such as had been the case during the Napoleonic Wars or that against the United States when national honour was at stake. Today as yesterday, readers love to devour works on pirates, and moviemakers have taken their work to the highest form under the general consideration that, as a subject, "pirates are fun". But looking at it from the position of those doing the clean-up work, the hunting of pirates was distinctly unglamorous.
3 A statute of 1825 placed lucrative inducements before officers and men of H.M. warships to eradicate piracy and, indeed, kill pirates -a measure suspended in 1850. 4 It was hard and tedious work, and more often than not it brought little reward. Perhaps in consequence of this, as a subject for historical study, rooting out pirate nests and destroying pirate shipping was an ongoing duty of Pax now largely forgotten.
5
Whereas anti-piracy was an age-old obligation of the Navy, anti-slavery was a newly acquired one of the nineteenth century, particularly after 1815, when naval units could be deployed that hitherto had been solely engaged in belligerent roles. Anti-slavery work, which began as ancillary to anti-piracy in the Indian Ocean and points east, grew in strength and eventually became a crusade. This had the backing of a powerful lobby, as the historian of the Navy in slave-trading suppression in East Africa and the Indian Ocean, Raymond Howell, observed: "While the trade in slaves from West Africa was finally being checked in the 1860s, however, a significant new battle against slavery was developing on the other side of the continent."
6 Here it took major diplomatic moves plus persistent naval pressure over three decades to bring an end to it, or apparently so (for it persisted in smaller currents of activity).
The initial base of operations for the Navy's work in the Indian Ocean and its annexes was the Cape. That location had never been taken from the Dutch for the purposes of anti-piracy and anti-slave trade work, but rather to keep the French from gaining an advantage there. That action of statecraft, based on strategic concerns, had an undeniable secondary advantage in the age of resurgent humanitarian concern. As we will see from the Cape north to the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea, British warships spread their influence, also advantaged by the fact that Mauritius had been kept at the 1815 peace, and additional nodes of power, such as Aden, could be acquired as necessary. "The suppression of slave traffic was the child of British policy," writes Captain Philip Colomb in his memoir on slave-catching in the Indian Ocean, and "did not form a leading feature in that of our Indian empire".
7 Colomb pointed out that the Government of India had its hands full with other obligations. The maritime dominion that he was speaking about involved the cooperation of London and Bombay, besides the commander-in-chief on station (the boundaries of which changed with new obligations). Well into the late nineteenth century, India-based units were deployed to East African waters as required in special circumstances, and a strange co-association of imperial interests developed around the Indian Ocean, exercised from a variety of British nodes of power -Cape Town, Durban, Mauritius, Aden, Bombay and Trincomalee.
The first place of concern was the Persian Gulf. In these hot and placid straits, pirates, both Arab and European, infested its waters. They fell upon legitimate traders and peaceful native states, and they were the scourge of those seas. The waters of the Arabian Sea theoretically fell under the management and dominion of the Government of India. After 1809 the Bombay Marine (the Indian Navy after 1830) took up the cause on behalf of the East India Company: the Bombay government was the one most likely to benefit from freedom of the seas. And as the anti-slavery advocates gained influence in Parliament, so, too, did the Admiralty, on the advice of the Foreign Office, and naval officers in the Indian Ocean came to play a role in suppressing the slave trade, which they came to accept (backed by firm legal opinion at home) as a form of piracy.
